NITON AND WHITWELL PARISH COUNCIL

NITON AND WHITWELL PARISH COUNCIL  
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF NITON & WHITWELL PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT WHITWELL VILLAGE HALL, ON 29th June 2026 AT 19.15.   
      

PRESENT: Cllr L Sheerin (Chair), Cllr T Addison (Vice-Chair), Cllr R Willis, Cllr B Martin, Cllr C Critchison, Cllr S Biles, Cllr C Ould, Cllr B Attrill.
IN ATTENDANCE: Sherlie Burridge (Parish Clerk) K Stay (Parish Warden) and Five members of the public including a representative of the County Press Newspaper. 
     
Public Question Time 
An opportunity will be given, before the start of the meeting, and for a period of up to 15 minutes, if necessary, for members of the public to make comments and ask questions. 
Comments and questions may also be submitted in writing to the Clerk; a written response will be provided as soon as possible after the meeting.
A representative from Niton W I, who are re-planting the raised flowerbeds in Niton, requested permission to attach a trellis onto the Exchange building and plant an arch of flowering Jasmine. Also, a new key safe for the key to the toilet door and attach a hose reel to the back of the building. The chair will check the details of our lease agreement to see if these are permissible. The paving surrounding the Exchange has become uneven and is causing a tripping hazard. Cllr Attrill to inspect and report back.


1.	APOLOGIES:
To receive apologies for absence
Apologies received from Cllr Logan and Cllr Rhodes.	

2.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
To receive any declarations of interest
NONE RECEIVED

3.	MINUTES:
To take as read and confirm as accurate the minutes of the meetings held on Thursday 8th May 2025 and Tuesday 26th May 2026.
After checking it was found that the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 8th May 2025 had already been approved in on Monday 23rd June 2025.
RESOLVED. To accept and approve as read the minutes of Tuesday 26th May 2026.


4.	ELECTION OF CHAIR:
	To elect the Chair for the coming year.
	RESOLVED: Cllr Sheerin agreed to stand again. Proposed by Cllr Addison, Seconded Cllr Critchison.
Members of the Council in attendance voted unanimously to accept the proposal.
	Acceptance of office signed by Cllr Sheerin.   
	Declaration of Interests taken for completion at a later date. 
	
5.	ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR:
	To elect the Vice Chair for the coming year
	RESOLVED: Cllr Addison agreed to stand again. Proposed by Cllr Sheerin Seconded by Cllr Martin.
	Members of the Council in attendance voted unanimously to accept the proposal.
	Acceptance of Office signed by Cllr Addison.
	Declaration of Interests taken for completion at a later date.

6.	OTHER APPOINTMENTS:
6.1	Appointment of Standing Committees and Working Parties/Groups
	To consider the appointments for the ensuing year.
	 Planning Committee 
	 Footpaths/Community Transport Working Party
	 Recreation Ground Working Party
	Allotment Road Car Park Working Party
	Youth Working Party
	Castlehaven Working Party

6.2	Appointments to Outside Bodies
	To appoint Members to serve on outside bodies as necessary.
	 IWALC Executive Committee
	 IWALC Deputy
	Health and Wellbeing Advocate
	Age Friendly Champion 
	Environment
             RESOLVED: That the following appointments be made:
APPOINTMENT OF STANDING COMMITTEES AND WORKING PARTIES 2026/2027

	Planning Committee
	All members (Chair Cllr Martin)

	Footpaths/Community Transport Working Party
	Cllrs Critchison, Biles, Martin, Attrill, Ould, and Sheerin. 

	Recreation Ground and Allotment Road Car Park Working Party
	Cllrs Attrill, Biles, Willis, Critchison and Rhodes.

	Youth Working Party
	Cllr Martin to be the point of contact.

	Castlehaven Working Party	
	Cllrs Addison, Attrill, Sheerin, Martin.


		 
	APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES

RESOLVED: that the following appointments be made:

	IWALC Executive Committee
IWALC Deputy
	Cllr Martin
Cllr Critchison

	Health and Well-being Advocate
	Cllr Logan

	Age Friendly Champion
	Cllr Logan

	Environment
	Cllr Logan


					
		



7.	REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS:

7.1	Standing Orders: To review the Council’s Standing Orders.
	RESOLVED: That the current Council Standing Orders be accepted.

7.2 	Financial Regulations: To review the Council’s Financial Regulations.
	RESOLVED: That the current Council Financial Regulations be accepted.

7.3	Bank Mandates: To review the signatories for the Lloyds Bank current account. 
RESOLVED: That signatory’s that are no longer members on the Parish Council should be removed and Cllr C Critchison be added as a signatory. Clerk to action. Cllr Addison to authorise.

8.	FINANCE:
8.1	Subscriptions
	To approve the payment of yearly subscriptions to any bodies considered appropriate -
	NALC and SLCC. – NALC Subscription already approved and paid.
	RESOLVED: To approve the yearly subscription to the SLCC - Society of Local Council Clerks.


8.2	Financial Statements: To receive financial statements as of 24th June 2026
	RESOLVED: That the financial statements presented to be accepted.

8.3	Payment of Accounts: To confirm and approve the payment of accounts for June 2026
	RESOLVED: That the payment of accounts presented be accepted. 

9.	ASSET REGISTERS:
	Review of current Parish Asset Register and Parish Land Asset Register
	RESOLVED: The Parish Asset Register to be amended to include the Telephone Box outside the 
Exchange in Niton. 
The Parish Land Asset Register is to be amended to include the Exchange Building and Allotment Road car park. 

10.	PLANNING:
10.1	Planning Application 26/00762/HOU – Downlands, Newport Road, Niton.
	Change of use of outbuilding to provide ancillary accommodation.
	RSOLVED: The Parish Council have no objections to this application.
	
10.2	Planning Application 26/00830/11BPA – Puckaster Farm, Puckaster Lane, Niton.				Prior approval for demolition of a farmhouse and ancillary outbuilding comprising farm barns.
	RESOLVED: The Parish Council have no objection to this application.

10.3	Planning Application 26/00831/6PA Puckaster Farm, Puckaster Lane, Niton.
	Agricultural Prior Notification for proposed Agricultural storage barn.
	RESOLVED: The Parish Council have no objections to this application.
	
11.	Planning Decisions:
	26/00525/FUL – Proposed two dwellings and formation of vehicular access with associated landscaping 
	REFUSED 17/6/26

	Any other decisions made during week 22nd-26th June 2026
26/00601/HOU 2 Glen Approach, Niton Replacement flat roof to existing single storey rear extension, single storey rear extension - GRANTED

12.	Planting plan for Community Space at Fields Nursery:
	To discuss proposed plan received from Natural Enterprise.
	RESOLVED: That the proposed plan, to include allotment spaces, to go forward to the developer.

13.	GRANT APPLICATION FROM NITON PARISH CHURCH:
	To consider the application for assistance in funding the upkeep of Niton Parish Church Cemetery Grounds.
	RESOLVED: To award a grant of £650 towards the upkeep of Niton Burial Ground.

14.	UPDATE ON RESPONSE TO THE NITON AND WHITWELL HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY:
Update on response to the Niton and Whitwell Housing Needs Survey.
Numbers so far – 134 returned online and 168 paper copies received.
RESOLVED: The Survey is to be completed at the weekend of 18th July 2026. Boxes from collection points to be collected and posters taken down. Reminder notes to the parishioners to be published on P.C. website and FB pages.


15.	NITON RECREATION GROUND:
	To discuss recently received ROSPA Report. It was felt that it was very favorable. 
To receive an update on the works being conducted at Niton Recreation Ground. The new slide has been installed, the safety mating has been delivered, and we are awaiting an installation date from RTC.
	A meeting of the recreation ground working party has been held.
RESOLVED: A new basket swing seat to be ordered to replace the broken item as per the estimate received. Grants for installing a mobility swing to be investigated – cost in the region of £13k.


16.	COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH INITIAVE:
	To receive a presentation from Cllr Critchison and discuss.
Volunteers needed urgently for a Speedwatch team to be able to make this workable. MOP from meeting gave         their names as volunteers. Cllr Critchison to contact them directly,
A speed survey by radar on Blackgang Road will take place before our next meeting.
	RESOLVED: Cllr Critchison to make an appeal on her IOW Council page and report back.

17.	Whit Well Whitwell:
	To discuss estimates for replacement of signage on the Whit Well. 
	The Parish Warden has made a Surround for the plaque and has installed it.
	RESOLVED: The estimate for the replacement signage was approved.
	

18.	ISLE OF WIGHT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT for information only:
	Castlehaven
The replacement of the drainage scheme compressors is due to commence this week.
I have a meeting arranged with the coastal team to discuss the maintenance of wells.
Niton Village Accessibility
I have a meeting arranged this week to discuss the installation of the dropped kerbs/crossing points in the village. This will include traffic plans whilst the work is done and a proposed timescale for the works.
Whitwell speeding
I have received requests for Police to have speed traps in the High Street and Kemming Road. I have been in touch with the PCSO to decide arrangements.

19.	CLERK’S REPORT for information only: The replacement window at the Ladies at Niton Public wc/s will be completed on 1st July.

20.	COUNCILLORS’ REPORT for information only:  Cllr Martin suggested identification lanyards be issued to Parish Council members in the future to reassure the public that we are on council business when active – i.e., when delivering the housing needs survey.

21.	PARISH WARDENS REPORT for information only: All the water hydrants in Whitwell have now been re-painted.

	Members of the public and press were asked to leave the meeting.

22.	CONFIDENTIAL ITEM: Discussions took place. 

		MEETING CLOSED AT 20.44. 


Signed…………………………………………………………. Dated……………………….. Chair



Signed…………………………………………………………Dated…………………………Clerk
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