
 

Page 1 of 6 

NITON AND WHITWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF NITON AND WHITWELL PARISH COUNCIL HELD 

REMOTELY ON MONDAY 22nd MARCH 2021 AT 7:15 PM 

 

PRESENT: Councillors T Addison (Chairman), S Burridge, J Boileau Goad, P K G Fradgley, M Hughson, 

A Logan, L Sheerin and J A Stotesbury 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Councillor D Stewart (Isle of Wight Council) and Mrs V J Ford (Clerk to the Council) 

 

APOLOGIES: Councillor S Biles 

 

M01/03/21  VISIT FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE ISLE OF WIGHT ASSOCIATION OF  

 LOCAL COUNCILS (IWALC) 

 

 The Chairman welcomed Councillor Diana Conyers to the meeting and invited her to address the 

Parish Council. Councillor Conyers explained that, since becoming Chairman of IWALC, she had decided 

to observe a meeting of as many member Councils as possible in order to get a feel of key issues and to meet 

members. She noted that the meeting date was the beginning of purdah and therefore she would be listening 

rather than speaking. The Chairman invited questions for Councillor Conyers. He commented that the Parish 

Council understood there had been a problem of “grandstanding” at IWALC meetings. Councillor Burridge 

said that there had been some “interesting discussions”, including airing of the IWALC/HALC (Hampshire 

Association of Local Councils) argument. 

 

M02/03/21  DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 

  

 There were no declarations of interests. 

 

M03/03/21  MINUTES 

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 22nd February 2021 be taken as 

read, confirmed and signed as being an accurate record of the proceedings. 

 

M04/03/21  FINANCE 

 

         Members had before them a schedule showing a cashbook balance of £64,588.03 in the General 

Funds, £25,478.72 in the Public Sector Deposit Fund and £6,361.21 in the Bequest Account. A schedule of 

accounts for payment was also before the meeting. 

         

RESOLVED: that the Financial Statement to 15th March 2021 be received and noted. 

 

* Already paid; for ratification only 

Cheque 

Number 

Payee Details Amount 

£ 

E 

Trans* 

Newsquest Media Group 

Ltd 

County Press advert for Clerk vacancy 241.20 

E 

Trans* 

Rhind Electrical 

Contracting Ltd 

Electrical works and Electrical Installation Inspection, 

Niton public toilets 

930.00 

E 

Trans* 

Beardsalls Printing of Smugglers Trail A3 colouring pads 178.00 

DD* EDF Energy Electricity for Niton public toilets 19.00 

E Trans Judd Developments Ltd Painting Whitwell telephone kiosk and water hydrants 2,251.20 

E Trans Top Mops Limited Daily cleaning for Niton public toilets 672.00 
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Cheque 

Number 

Payee Details Amount 

£ 

E Trans V J Ford Clerk’s salary: March 2021 728.42 

E Trans V J Ford Clerk’s expenses: March 2021 80.39 

  Total 5,100.21 

  

The Chairman explained that the invoice from Newsquest Media Group Ltd was to cover the 

advertisement of the Clerk’s vacancy in the County Press newspaper; and that the invoice from Rhind 

Electrical Contracting Ltd was to cover the cost of the electrical installation inspection and associated 

essential maintenance for Niton Public Toilets. He also commented that the long-overdue maintenance of 

the Whitwell telephone kiosk and water hydrants had finally been completed following delays beyond the 

Parish Council’s control. 

 

RESOLVED: that the Parish account as listed above be approved for payment. 

 

RESOLVED: that the Clerk arrange for future payments of the Parish Council’s Office 365 

subscription be paid by direct debit (if possible). 

 

M05/03/21  INTERNAL AUDIT 2019/20 REVIEW AND INTERNAL AUDIT PLAN 2020/21 

 

 Members had before them a review of the effectiveness of the Internal Audit 2019/20 and a revised 

Internal Audit Plan 2020/21, which had been prepared by the Clerk for their consideration. 

 

 RESOLVED: that the review of the Internal Audit 2019/20, as prepared by the Clerk, be accepted. 

 

RESOLVED: that the Internal Audit Plan 2020/21, as prepared by the Clerk, be adopted. 

 

M06/03/21  PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Parish Council Planning Committee meeting held on 8th March 

2021 be taken as read, confirmed and signed as being an accurate record of the proceedings. 

 

M07/03/21  PLANNING APPLICATION 

 

Members had before them one Whitwell planning application. 

 

RESOLVED: that the Clerk be asked to submit to the Isle of Wight Council the comments set out in 

the Appendix which forms part of these minutes. 

 

M08/03/21  PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

Members were notified of the following planning decisions: 

 

1. 21/00054/HOU: Proposed two storey side extension; extension at first floor level on side elevation 

Orchard Cottage, Pan Lane, Niton: GRANTED 

 

2. 20/01639/FUL: Proposed dwelling and detached garage (revised plans received) (readvertised 

application) at Ivy Close, Newport Road, Niton: GRANTED 

 

 Councillor Burridge, Chairman of the Parish Council Planning Committee, reminded members that 

the planning permission for application 20/01639/FUL was subject to the prior construction of the visibility 

splay over neighbouring land. 
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M09/03/21  OLD TELEPHONE EXCHANGE BUILDING, NITON 

 

 The Chairman outlined the background and significance of the old telephone exchange as a key asset 

in the centre of Niton Village. He commented that the building could be used flexibly, including as a Parish 

office. There had been a number of proposals for its use from individuals. The Chairman had reminded the 

Isle of Wight Council, through Councillor Dave Stewart, that the Parish Council had “a stake in the ground”. 

Councillor Stewart said that the conversation would be continued after the forthcoming elections. He was 

supportive of the asset being transferred to the Parish Council and observed that this was compatible with 

some of the other ideas for its use. The Chairman stated that he saw transfer to the Parish Council as entirely 

compatible with the Community Response And Back-up (CRAB) group’s plans. Councillor Burridge stated 

that she would like to use the building as an office for Parish Council planning work. 

 

 Councillor Conyers said that IWALC would be encouraging discussion between the Isle of Wight 

Council and town and parish councils, which would lead to mutually beneficial arrangements. Councillor 

Logan asked why the matter had not moved forward; the Chairman suggested this was due to a lack of Isle 

of Wight Council resources. Councillor Boileau Goad stated that the old telephone exchange had been an 

excellent operations room for the CRAB group. He added that the new Parish Clerk may prefer to work 

from home but that a weekly surgery would be useful. 

 

 RESOLVED: that the Parish Council pursue acquisition of the old telephone exchange building. 

 

M10/03/21  CRAB NITON AND WHITWELL RESPONSE PLANS 

  

 Members had before them the final draft community emergency response plans prepared by the 

Community Response and Backup (CRAB) Working Group. The Chairman introduced the plans as a great 

asset to the Parish, stating that they had been produced by Mr Will Thurbin and the CRAB Core Team. 

 

 Councillor Boileau Goad suggested that the format could be slightly modified to condense the 

document. He recommended the plans to the Parish Council, pointing out that they were intended to evolve 

and would need to be constantly reviewed. He asserted that a Parish Council member or the Clerk should 

take responsibility for updating. 

 

 Councillor Stewart said that CRAB had done an extremely good job. He added that the UK was not 

yet out of the pandemic and that the impact on mental well-being remained a consideration. 

 

 Councillor Boileau Goad said that CRAB had learnt that centralisation did not work. He applauded 

the Isle of Wight Council for devolving funding for community response. 

 

 The Chairman said it was first class to have response plans for the Parish. Questions remained such 

as how the plans are to be instigated. He stated that the Parish Clerk and one Parish Councillor should be 

permanent members of the CRAB Core Team. 

 

 RESOLVED: that the Parish Council continue discussions with CRAB: the Chairman to send a 

congratulatory message to Mr Thurbin, stating that the Parish Council would work to adopt the response 

plans. 

 

M11/03/21  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

 

 To resolve that in view of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed it is advisable in the 

public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded for the following item and they are 

instructed to withdraw in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 S1(2) and 

Standing Order No 3(d) 
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 Members of the public temporarily left the meeting for the duration of the following business 

(CM01/03/21 refers). 

 

CM01/03/21  RECRUITMENT OF A CLERK 

 

 Councillor Sheerin informed members that four candidates for the Parish Clerk vacancy were to be 

interviewed on 29th and 30th March. 

 

 RESOLVED: that delegated authority be given to the Interview Panel to appoint a clerk, subject to 

satisfactory statutory checks and references and subsequent ratification by the full Council. 

 

 RESOLVED: that Councillor Logan attend future meetings of the South Locality Health and 

Wellbeing Forum, previously attended by the current Clerk. 

 

 Members of the public were re-admitted to the meeting. 

 

M12/03/21  PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY IMPROVEMENTS 

  

 Members had before them costed proposals for improvements to public footpath NT22 and Five 

Ways junction, Niton, which had been prepared by the Isle of Wight Council Rights of Way Department. 

Councillor Boileau Goad explained that NT21, NT22 and NT23 were heavily used rights of way through 

Niton, which could be used to access the Village centre as an alternative to the very narrow pavement in 

Rectory Road. He said that the Rights of Way Team had recently upgraded and greatly improved NT22; and 

that NT23 (Puckwell Lane) was the responsibility of Island Roads. 

 

 RESOLVED: that the Clerk authorise improvements to NT21 and Five Ways junction, Niton, by the 

Isle of Wight Council Rights of Way Team at a cost of £2,000. 

 

 RESOLVED: that Councillor Stotesbury coordinate plans to improve NT23 with the Isle of Wight 

Council and bring back a costed proposal to the Parish Council. 

 

M13/03/21  SKATEBOARD HALF PIPE REPAIRS 

 

 Councillor Stotesbury reported that, following the Clerk’s request to carry out urgent remedial 

repairs to the half pipe, he had found some rot in the timber structure. The cost of repairs identified so far 

would be approximately £900. He estimated that the remaining useful life of the equipment was probably no 

more than two years. He had chatted to the young people using the half pipe and they were very enthusiastic 

about developing a new skateboard park. 

 

 The Chairman said that, as the period of his chairmanship was coming to an end, he would like to 

help to move the project forward. 

 

 RESOLVED: that Councillor Stotesbury proceed with the necessary repairs to the half pipe. 

 

M14/03/21  FRIENDS OF ASHKNOWLE LANE CEMETERY (FACE) REQUEST FOR FUNDING 

 

 Members had before them a request from FACE for help to buy a sit-on mower. 

 

 The Parish Council acknowledged the valuable work undertaken by the volunteers of FACE and 

agreed to support its purchase of a sit-on mower. 

 

 RESOLVED: that the Chairman write to FACE, encouraging the group to find a suitable machine 

and come back to the Parish Council with a confirmed financial request. 
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 The Parish Council also commented that proper provision should made for the secure storage and 

maintenance of the mower. 

 

M15/03/21  NITWHIT SOAPBOX DERBY 

 

 RESOLVED: that, in view of the continuing uncertainty relating to the Coronavirus pandemic, the 

event be postponed until 2022: the Clerk to inform South Wight Area Youth Partnership (SWAY). 

 

M16/03/21  VE DAY ANNIVERSARY 

 

 Members had before them a catalogue of Royal British Legion commemorative Tommy figures. 

 

 RESOLVED: that two Tommies be purchased, to be placed in the Bert Sprake Memorial Garden. 

 

M17/03/21  ISLE OF WIGHT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

 

 Councillor Stewart reported that he had spoken to the resident of Woodford’s Barn, Chatfeild Road, 

Whitwell, and conveyed the concerns of some residents. The Island-wide speeding review would be brought 

forward after the forthcoming election. The number of cases of Covid-19 on the Island was low but was 

expected to increase due to students returning to school. The vaccination programme on the Island was 

going well. It was likely that the counting of votes for town and parish councils would take place on 

Saturday 8th May. 

 

 The Chairman thanked Councillor Stewart for his report. 

 

M18/03/21  CLERK’S REPORT 

 

 The Clerk reported that she was still making every effort towards moving the Whitwell waste bin. 

Councillor Stewart asked the Clerk to forward relevant correspondence to him for his support. 

  

 The Clerk reported that she was still waiting to hear back from Southern Vectis regarding options for 

the number 6 bus service but she had been informed that, due to budgetary constraints, Chale Parish Council 

would not be able to contribute to any winter Sunday service in 2021/22. 

 

M19/03/21  COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS INCLUDING IWALC REPORT 

 

 Councillor Burridge reported that Woodford’s Barn appeared to have grown beyond the development 

permitted under planning application P/00093/17; Councillor Stewart undertook to make enquiries. 

Councillor Burridge was aware of continuing development at Bridge Cottage, Saint Catherine’s Road, 

Niton, and had received a copy of a complaint sent to the Local Planning Authority. 

 

 RESOLVED: that the Clerk inform the Planning Officer that the Parish Council was continuing to 

monitor the site in addition to the planning application. 

 

 Councillor Burridge reported that a planning enforcement notice had been served on the new owner 

of land rear of Barrack Shute, Niton. The new owner’s legal enquiries indicated that enforcement notices 

had not previously been served despite the Local Planning Authority’s claim that they had. Councillor 

Stewart requested that the new landowner contact him through Councillor Burridge. 

 

 Councillor Sheerin reported that she had been contacted by an angry resident who wished to 

complain about the lack of road sweeping. The Clerk had contacted the Isle of Wight Council Highways PFI 

Contract Management Team but was awaiting a reply. Councillor Sheerin had also been working to take 
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forward the Parish Council’s proposals for the verges either side of the Blackgang Road via the PFI Contract 

Management Team. 

 

 Councillor Boileau Goad reminded members that noise reduction must be taken into account in any 

plans for a new skateboard park. He also requested an update on Undercliff Drive reinstatement. The 

Chairman said that he was still waiting to meet with the head of the Highways PFI Contract Management 

Team, Ms Dando. 

 

 Councillor Boileau Goad displayed one of the Smugglers Trail colouring pads, purchased on behalf 

of the Parish public houses to provide children’s amusement. He asked Councillor Stewart if the Isle of 

Wight Council had a plan to minimise the impact of the Coronavirus pandemic on tourism during the 

coming summer. Councillor Stewart stated that the Council was doing everything it legally could but people 

would be allowed to travel after 12th April. 

 

 

 

 The Chairman thanked Councillor Conyers for attending and, there being no further business, closed 

the meeting at 9:05 pm   

 

 

 

 

Signed……………………………………….      Date……………………. 

 

 

 

APPENDIX TO MINUTES 

 

1. 21/00360/HOU: Proposed two storey side extension at Jolliffes Farm, Nettlecombe Lane, Whitwell: 

NO OBJECTIONS 

 


