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NITON AND WHITWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF NITON AND WHITWELL PARISH COUNCIL HELD 

REMOTELY ON MONDAY 22nd FEBRUARY 2021 AT 7:15 PM 

 

PRESENT: Councillors T Addison (Chairman), B Attrill, S Biles, J Boileau Goad, M Hughson, S A 

Burridge, P K G Fradgley, A Logan, L Sheerin and J A Stotesbury 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: Councillor D Stewart (Isle of Wight Council) and Mrs V J Ford (Clerk to the Council) 

 

APOLOGIES: None received 

 

M01/02/21  DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 

  

Councillor Interest Item Minute Ref Reason 

L Sheerin Disclosable Pecuniary Planning application 21/00054/HOU M04/02/21 Applicant 

 

M02/02/21  MINUTES 

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 25th January 2021 be taken as 

read, confirmed and signed as being an accurate record of the proceedings. 

 

M03/02/21  FINANCE 

 

        Members had before them a schedule showing a cashbook balance of £67,448.97 in the General Funds, 

£25,486.91 in the Public Sector Deposit Fund (PSDF) and £6,361.21 in the Bequest Account. A schedule of 

accounts for payment was also before the meeting. The Clerk had circulated a Churches, Charities and Local 

Authorities (CCLA) report on PSDF interest rates to all members, which she summarised as saying “Not 

great interest but at least it’s safe”. 

         

RESOLVED: that the Financial Statement to 15th February 2021 be received and noted. 

 

* Already paid: for information only 

Cheque 

Number 

Payee Details Amount 

£ 

E 

Trans* 

Top Mops Ltd Consumables for Niton public 

toilets 

22.12 

E 

Trans* 

Isle of Wight Association of Local Councils 

(IWALC) 

Subscription fee 2021/22 352.20 

E 

Trans* 

Whitwell Garage Diesel for CRAB Land Rover 79.73 

DD* EDF Energy Electricity for Niton public toilets 19.00 

E Trans Top Mops Limited Consumables 15.48 

E Trans Top Mops Limited Daily cleaning for Niton public 

toilets 

672.00 

E Trans V J Ford Clerk’s salary: February 2021 728.42 

E Trans V J Ford Clerk’s expenses: February 2021 32.35 

E Trans Edward Edwards Library Electricity for Niton CRAB ops 

room 

44.49 

  Total 1,965.79 

  

RESOLVED: that the Parish accounts as listed above be approved for payment. 
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M04/02/21  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

Members had before them three Niton planning applications. 

 

Councillor Sheerin temporarily left the meeting for the duration of all business relating to planning 

application 21/00054/HOU. 

 

RESOLVED: that the Clerk be asked to submit to the Isle of Wight Council the comments set out in 

the Appendix which forms part of these minutes. 

 

M05/02/21  PLANNING DECISIONS 

 

Members were notified of the following planning decisions: 

 

1. 20/02113/HOU: Proposed replacement conservatory and raised patio area; external renovation with 

new materials and finishes at 2, Howard Close, Niton: GRANTED 

 

2. 20/01932/FUL: Restoration of main house; rebuild existing conservatory and new rear extension to 

from kitchen; and 20/01933/LBC: Listed Building Consent for restoration of main house; rebuild 

existing conservatory and new rear extension to from kitchen at St Catherines Hall Barrack Shute 

Niton: REFUSED 

 

M06/02/21  DRAFT ISLAND PLANNING STRATEGY CONSULTATION 

 

 Councillor Stewart explained that the purpose of the Isle of Wight Council’s consultation was to 

reduce the need to build new housing on greenfield sites in order to meet Government targets. 

 

 RESOLVED: that the matter be deferred to the Planning Committee meeting to be held on 8th March. 

 

M07/02/21  EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 

 

 RESOLVED: that, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed, it is advisable in 

the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded for the following item and that they are 

instructed to withdraw in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 S1(2) and 

Standing Order 3d. 

 

MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC WERE THEN EXCLUDED FROM THE COUNCIL 

 

CONFIDENTIAL 

 

CM01/02/21  ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE RECRUITMENT OF A CLERK 

 

 The Chairman gave an update on the forthcoming vacancy. 

 

 RESOLVED: that the vacancy be advertised on Parish notice boards, relevant websites and in the 

Isle of Wight County Press newspaper. 

 

 RESOLVED: that an interview panel including the Chairman, Planning Committee Chairman and 

one other member plus the current clerk be appointed. 

 

 The Chairman stated that the panel would aim to conduct interviews by mid-March. 
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M08/02/21  LOCAL ELECTIONS 

 

 The Isle of Wight Association of Local Councils (IWALC) had asked member councils to notify the 

County Officer of any concerns in relation to holding elections during the Coronavirus pandemic. 

 

 RESOLVED: that the elections go ahead, providing the proper safety measures were in place. 

 

M09/02/21  PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY 

 The Clerk had asked the Isle of Wight Council Rights of Way Team to suggest a costed means of 

improving the extremely muddy surface of Whitwell bridleway NT105. Councillor Sheerin explained that 

the NT105 section of bridleway was in a flood plain and hence there was a need to deal with surface water 

drainage. Councillor Boileau Goad expressed concerns relating to the accessibility of local public rights of 

way and in particular NT22 and NT23, which could potentially allow mobility scooter and wheelchair users 

to avoid using Rectory Road to reach the Village centre. 

 After some discussion, the Chairman summarised the rights of way challenges locally as follows: 

• Rights of way pulverised due to extremely wet weather - but will recover 

• Rights of way with underlying issues e.g. NT105 

• Rights of way with a lack of basic accessibility. 

 The Chairman recommended convening a meeting of the Footpaths Working Party to discuss the 

above and form an action plan, working in collaboration with the Isle of Wight Council Rights of Way 

Team. 

 RESOLVED: that a meeting of the Footpaths Working Party be convened as soon as possible. 

M10/02/21  HIGHWAYS PFI CONTRACT ISSUES 

 There was some discussion of street cleansing services within the Parish. 

 RESOLVED: that the Clerk ascertain the frequency of some common street cleansing services such 

as road sweeping and waste bin emptying. 

 The Chairman observed that no action had been taken relating to the Parish Council’s list of its top 5 

highways improvements submitted to the Isle of Wight Council in November 2018. 

 RESOLVED: that the list be sent to Councillor Stewart. 

 The Clerk had obtained the kind permission of the landowners for a waste bin to be relocated at the 

bus stop on the junction of Kemming Road and the entrance to Strathwell Park, Whitwell. She had requested 

a quotation from Island Roads for the associated works but had not received it. 

 RESOLVED: that, in order to prevent further delay, delegated authority be given to the Chairman 

and Clerk to authorise the relocation of the waste bin if the quotation from Island Roads was reasonable in 

their opinion. 

M11/02/21  ISLE OF WIGHT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

 Councillor Stewart reported that there were ongoing discussions with Niton Community Projects 

with regard to retention of the Niton old library/telephone exchange building. The Chairman enquired into 

the Parish Council’s position with respect to Isle of Wight Council assets within the Parish and the letter sent 
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to the Isle of Wight Council a year ago, which had been ignored. Councillor Stewart undertook to follow up 

the Parish Council’s letter. 

 Councillor Stewart said that the Isle of Wight Road Races event was being planned for October and 

that the new Isle of Wight and Hampshire Fire Authority would be going live on 1st April. He summarised 

the latest Covid-19 statistics for the Island, commenting that the vaccine was having a positive effect and 

hospital cases were down. 

 The Chairman thanked Councillor Stewart for his report. 

M12/02/21  COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 

 Councillor Boileau Goad asked Councillor Stewart if there had been any progress with traffic 

management measures promised as a result of the closure of Undercliff Drive. He added that coaches would 

soon be coming through Niton High Street again and asked Councillor Stewart to review on-street parking 

opposite the White Lion public house. 

 

 Councillor Boileau Goad suggested to other members that people should know who they were and be 

able to recognise them locally. To this end, he asked members to consent to publication of their photographs 

on the Parish Council website. The Chairman expressed his support for the idea and asked members to send 

head and shoulders photographs to him for publication. 

 

 Councillor Hughson enquired when the long-outstanding painting of the Whitwell water hydrants 

would be completed. The Clerk expressed her concern over the time taken by the contractor to fulfil his 

obligations and reported that she was chasing. 

 

 Councillor Sheerin reported that vehicles parked in Saint Catherine’s Road had been obstructing the 

entrance to Castlehaven Lane. 

 

 RESOLVED: that the Clerk ask Island Roads to monitor the parking around the entrance to 

Castlehaven Lane. 

 

 Councillor Sheerin asked for repairs to the brick planters in the centre of Niton Village to be carried 

out. Councillor Stotesbury said that the damage had been caused by frost and undertook to carry out the 

repairs free of charge. 

 

 Councillor Logan reported that she had attended an event relating to county farms and would be 

speaking to Councillor Steve Hastings at the next Environment and Sustainability Forum. 

 

 Councillor Burridge reported on the Isle of Wight Association of Local Council (IWALC) meetings 

and workshops she had attended. At a planning workshop, she had enquired if planning consent was a 

foregone conclusion if habitat had already been destroyed and had been informed it was not. She had also 

attended an IWALC meeting with the Island MP at which the issue of second homeowners visiting the 

Island had been raised. Mr Seely had reported that there had been no spikes in infection rates in places 

where there were many second homes. The Chairman thanked Councillor Burridge for attending on the 

Parish Council’s behalf. 

 

 

 

 There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the 

meeting at 8:51 pm   
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Signed……………………………………….      Date……………………. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX TO MINUTES 

 

1. 21/00054/HOU: Proposed two storey side extension; extension at first floor level on side elevation 

Orchard Cottage, Pan Lane, Niton: RECOMMEND APPROVAL 

 

2. 21/00153/FUL: Proposed single storey side extension to form granny annexe; alterations to include 

new dormer window and new external materials and finishes at Pucks Cottage, Puckaster Lane, 

Niton: RECOMMEND APPROVAL 

 

3. 21/00207/FUL: Demolition of garage; proposed detached bungalow; alterations to vehicular access 

at Sea Wynds, St Catherines Road, Niton: SUPPORT Island Roads’ comments 


