NITON AND WHITWELL
PARISH COUNCIL

ANNUAL REPORT TO THE
ELECTORS 2007/8

BY-ELECTION OR CO-OPTION
Mr C Hayes-Davis who was co-opted on to the Council to fill a vacancy on the Niton Ward during 2005/6 found it increasingly difficult to attend meetings due to work commitments and has recently had to stand down. If no by-election is called, the Council will proceed to fill the vacancy by co-option. If this is the case, notices will shortly be displayed advertising the vacancy and requesting parishioners to put their names forward for co-option.
	
QUALITY COUNCIL STATUS
The Council is continuing to work towards achieving Quality Council status with the Clerk having undertaken both “Working with Your Council” and CiLCA training to comply with the qualifying requirements. Quality Council status will open up new funding opportunities for the Council and could lead to the local delivery of some services in conjunction with the Isle of Wight Council.

PLAY EQUIPMENT
We are continuing to seek funding for the provision of play equipment at Niton Recreation Ground and a suitable site for a children’s play area in Whitwell.

ONE MILLION BLOOMS
The Council is still endeavouring to secure the release of the grant monies promised by the Isle of Wight Council for this year’s “One Million Blooms” project.
Once these funds are received, the scheduled new planting and maintenance of the existing floral displays will take place.   

PLANNING
The Council continues to comment on all planning applications in the parish.


COMMUNICATIONS
The Council wishes to make information about its activities available to parishioners. Notices and agendas are placed on the village noticeboards. A file will be made available in Niton Library with information about the Parish Council which will include the annual report, minutes and agendas. Written reports are provided from time to time for the Connections and South Wight Beacon magazines. The Council website is due to be updated shortly.

AFFORDABLE RURAL HOUSING
The Council is continuing its search for suitable sites for small scale rural housing development in response to the need identified by the Rural Community Council Affordable Housing survey. This would enable local people to remain within the local community. Any suggestions you have for small sites, or for affordable housing to be included in larger developments plans, would be welcomed by the Council. 


HIGHWAYS ISSUES
The Council is continuing to work with the Isle of Wight Council to address the problems of illegal parking and speeding in both villages.

STAFFING
Our Parish Clerk, Bob Blezzard left at the end of September 2007 and was replaced by Nigel Harris. Nigel is a Chartered Secretary and has worked for more than thirty years in local government on the Isle of Wight.

PRECEPT
The Council, through prudent housekeeping, was able to keep the parish precept at the same level or below for 2008/9 as for 2007/8. At £     per Band D household, the parish precept is one of the lowest on the Island and the decease was  p.

MEETINGS
The Council meets on the fourth Monday in the month (except August and December), with the venue alternating between Niton Primary School and Whitwell Village Hall. In addition there is a Planning Committee meeting on the second Monday in each month if any planning applications have been received. The public are welcome to attend and there is a public question time slot before the formal business commences at Council meetings.
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